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1 INTRODUCTION  

This reference manual details the water-powered mills and industry on the upper reaches 

of the River Wandle in the London Boroughs of Sutton and Croydon, and part of 

Mitcham. It covers the Carshalton Stream and the Beddington branch of the Wandle, their 

confluence and the Beddington Corner stretch. Some mills or works have been included 

where the use of waterpower is not known. It does not include the mills on the lower 

reaches of the river from Mitcham to Wandsworth.  

Initially powered by water wheel, many works later used oil or steam engines to 

supplement or replace the water wheel. In some cases, the wheels were replaced by 

turbines for electricity generation. 

The mill sites of the River Wandle and its spring-fed tributaries are remarkable for their 

number and variety of uses over the years, but few remains exist. Information from 

published and unpublished sources varies from detailed and accurate for some mills to 

scant, inaccurate or confused for others. Some mills go almost unrecognised. 

Beddington and Wallington are particularly difficult areas to study. In Beddington there 

was emparkment and landscaping by the Carew family, with changes to the course of the 

river and removal of mediaeval mills. In Wallington and at Beddington Corner, the 

extensive factory buildings of the calico bleaching and printing industry and leather 

manufacture are long gone and the sites are now covered by modern factories and 

housing. It is possible that some mill sites were located away from the present river course 

on defunct side channels. 

There was a high level of bankruptcies, liquidations and dissolution of partnerships of the 

tenants and leaseholders of the various works across all of the industries. However, by 

meeting the courtôs conditions, the bankrupt was given his certificate and was free to 

continue in business. 

Auction sale notices in old newspapers list manufacturing plant, process equipment and 

buildings giving substance to what actually took place within these works. 

Where information is drawn from the 1841-1911 censuses, I have generally quoted the 

census year leaving the source implied. 

I gathered much information from Google Books. Copyright restrictions have resulted in 

this being far less open than it once was and I have been unable to retrace and check 

references which explains the lack of page numbers. 

Many of the documents quoted have been paraphrased at length rather than exactly quoted 

so they are not in quotation marks. 

This manual is a work in progress. It is inevitable that there are errors due to inadequate 

data. It is not always obvious to which mill certain tenants should be ascribed. More 

information will undoubtedly come to light and cause re-appraisal, however, any errors 

are mine. 

Derek Bradford. 
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2 HIGH STREET MILL, CARSHALTON  

 

 

1849 auction sale plan. CADHAS Library 

 

Hog Pit pond. Photo D. E. Bradford 

 

Frontage. SLSC. 

 

Postcard detail. 

 

Postcard detail c.1907. 

 

High Street Mill stood within the block of four properties at the corner of the High Street 

and The Square. The mill frontage lay between the present Coach and Horses public house 

and the Woodman wine bar (TQ 2802 6448). 

The mill was fed by a spring in the Hog Pit Pond in Carshalton Park, the outfall of which 

still flows via two culverts. One, the Little Canal, ran to the High Street and then 

eastwards along the side of the road to the Westcroft Canal which drove the mill in the 

Grove (later Grove Ironworks 8). The second ran through the High Street mil l and flowed 

into the south-east corner of Lower Town Pond under a brick arch dated 1825. 

Water extraction from the chalk aquifers of the North Downs by Sutton and East Surrey 

Water Company has reduced the springsô flow so the Hog Pit pond and Grotto Canal 

springs are now normally dry. Upper and Lower Town Ponds now have concrete beds 

and during dry periods are topped up to prevent them from drying out. 

The ancient Hog Pit was probably a chalk quarry and has since been used as a mill pond 

and landscaped. In 1443, Hogputte was a field subdivision in Carshaltonôs South Field 

containing the Hog Pit (Cars CR). 

The mill or engine house existed from at least 1778 until demolition about 1907. 

According to a sale notice in The Times on 4 April 1849 the mill was constructed for 

grinding corn. 
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The earliest known owner was James Scawen, lord of the manor who, in 1778, placed his 

estates in the hands of trustees to sell. They sold it to William Andrews in 1785 (SA 

2361/1/1). 

John Drayton, c.1778 to pre-1790 (died). 

A 19th-century abstract of title to the mill  starts with the 1785 sale to Andrews (SA 

2361/1/4). This refers to a messuage, barn, stable and yard occupied by Richard Street, 

butcher, and the full and free use of the water running through the yard adjoining or near 

to the last mentioned messuage through and under the mill or engine house with the 

appurtenances adjoining or near unto the last mentioned messuage then occupied by John 

Drayton into the Lower Town Pond. Included were the messuage with its yard, garden, 

sheds, outhouses and appurtenances near the east end of the churchyard in the tenure or 

occupation of Thomas Clowser, bricklayer, and similarly the messuage etc. of James 

Clowser, brickmaker. 

The messuage with appurtenances occupied by John Drayton are included in a mortgage 

conveyance dated 20 April 1779 from James Scawen and his trustees mortgaged to 

Richard Rigby (SHC K173/1/3 transcribed by Margaret Cunningham). 

A plan attached to the 1785 sale shows the waterways connected with Carshalton Park 

and Lower Town Pond. Half of the water from the Hog Pit pond was to run through a 

duct to the Little Canal and thence along the High Street to Westcroft and ultimately The 

Grove mill (later the Grove Iron Works). The other half was to continue through the park 

to Lower Town Pond passing through the yard and mill or engine house (the High Street 

Mill ) (There were covenants for cleansing the stream and keeping the banks in repair (SA 

2361/1/1, K173/1/4). 

Drayton was rated from 1766-83 with no mention of a mill and by 1790 Messrs Andrews, 

late Drayton, was similarly rated for church rate. Draytonôs widow was rated, presumably 

on her house, in 1790. (A later John Drayton was victualler at the Swan, West Street and 

the Greyhound, Pound Street). 

When the Sun Fire Office insured George Barnes, whitesmith, Carshalton in 1790, other 

occupiers listed were Blackgroves, miller, Sarah Drayton and James Clowser. 

Blackgroves has not been traced at any other mill so he was presumably working this site. 

2.1 Drug grinding  mill  

George Barnes, leaseholder. 

The Times (4 and 25 June 1794) announced the sale of the lease on Monday July 28 1794, 

by order of George Barnesô assignees, of two lots situated in Carshalton. The following 

Lot 1 sounds like High Street Mill. 

Capital water mill in complete repair, the water regular all the year, with a pair of 

stones, and able to grind and dress from 9 to 10 loads of wheat per week, the fall 

sheathed with copper, and a capital wheel (15 feet by 6 feet) with oak shaft and 

cross gudgeons, with dressing houses adjacent: the whole lot let to Mr Cookson, 

tenant at will at the low rent of £125. Also, Mr White, tenant at will, for night 

water 40s. A dwelling house let to Sarah Drayton, tenant at will, at £5 but well 

worth £18. The whole of the premises are held under one lease, 42½ years 

unexpired on Midsummer Day last, subject to the rent of £105 p.a. 

This suggests that George Barnes held the main lease until 1794 and his tenants Cookson 

and White operated day time and nightime respectively. The situation is confused by the 
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fact that although White was rated from 1791 until 1794 when the mill became empty and 

Batley took over the mill in 1795, Messrs Batley paid Parliamentary Tax on a house and 

drug mill in Carshalton in 1793. The date overlaps with White. 

Thomas White, c.1791-94. 

Robert Hawkinsô will of 1793 referred to Thomas Whiteôs house on top of the yard (Sarah 

Hawkins occupied Woodmanôs). White was rated for a mill in October 1793 and 

November 1794 and as tenant at will  in June 1794 was charged rent for night water of 40 

shillings as noted above. This suggests Cookson was using the mill for the other 12 hours. 

The mill was late Whiteôs drug mill, empty, in March 1795 and Mr Batleyôs mill, late 

Whiteôs in October (rate books). 

Henry Batley and William Aldersey, 1792-1810 (partnership dissolved). 

Henry Batley and Samuel Stratton, druggists and saltpetre refiners of Seething Lane, 

dissolved their partnership on 25 March 1776 and Batley carried on the business there 

(London Gazette, 28 March 1776). 

William Aldersey, druggist, insured 6 Seward Street, Goswell Street with Sun Fire Office 

on 13 July 1791 and on 11 February 1792 William Aldersey and Henry Batley, druggists, 

both insured that property (MS 11936, 379/585836 and 384/596693). They were listed 

there in 1794 as Batley and Aldersey, Kent, and in 1808 as Batley and Co. 

The partnership of Mary Foster, Joseph Aldersey, William Aldersey and William 

Lazonby for grinding dyerôs woods at the colour mill at Mitcham was dissolved on 21 

January 1807 (London Gazette, 24 January 1807). William Aldersey, drug grinder, then 

insured at Homerton, Hackney on 18 September 1807 (Sun Fire Office, 

11936/442/806587). 

Messrs Batley was charged Parliamentary Tax in Carshalton in 1793 for a house and drug 

mill (SA LG15/21) but White was also rated in 1793-94 which is confusing. Messrs 

Batley and Co was rated for a mill late White in October 1795, on a drug mill in 

Carshalton from 1796-1811 and in 1800-4 as Messrs Batley and Co. for drug mill and 

premises. 

William Andrews and Henry Batley were assessed for land tax in 1796-1810 (rental 

£110). 

The partnership at Seward Street, Goswell Street and at Carshalton between Henry Batley 

and William Aldersey, drug grinders and almond pressers under the firm of Batley and 

Aldersey was dissolved on 1 January 1810, Batley to continue the business under his own 

account (London Gazette, 30 December 1809). Almonds were ground to a paste and then 

pressed within canvas bags in a screw press to extract the almond oil. 

Batley, drug factor, insured his Seward Street, Goswell Street premises with Sun Fire 

Office in 1810 (MS 11936/451/848094). However, these extensive premises on lease to 

Henry Batley had been advertised for sale by auction in 1809 (Morning Advertiser, 31 

May 1809). 

James Smith and Co, 1811-15. (Partnership of Smith and Aitken dissolved 1815). 

In 1811-14, James Smith and Co. were rated on the drug mill. It was late Batley in 1811. 

Land tax was assessed for William Andrews and Smith and Co during 1811-15 for a mill  

of rental £115.  

In 1813, James Smith and Alexander Aitken of Carshalton, druggists, insured with Sun 

Fire Office (MS 11937/104, Policy No 882662, 7 May 1813) on their water drug mill and 
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kiln therein situate as aforesaid timber and tiled, (£700). Stock, utensils and machinery 

included, (£600). House only near, in tenure of Johnson, private, brick and tiled (£300). 

Household goods etc. (£250). House only in Beddington Corner, Hamlet of Wallington, 

near brick, timber and tiled, (£400). The Sun Fire Office Policy No 896224 (10 June 1814, 

MS 11937/10) was a renewal but with the Beddington Corner house crossed out. 

The partnership between James Smith and Alexander Aitken of Carshalton, drug grinders, 

was dissolved on 1 January 1815, debts to James Smith (London Gazette, 10 January 

1815). 

Alexander Aitken, 1815-32 (died). 

The Sun Fire Office Policy No 905593, MS 11937/110, 5 May 1815, was as per 1813 

except in the name of Alexander Aitken, the house now in Aitkenôs own occupation, the 

mill described as his with the Beddington house omitted. The Sun Fire Office policy No 

916493 (MS 11937) dated 20 June 1821 was identical to the 1815 policy.  

Aitken was rated on a house in 1814 and on a house and mill in Carshalton from 1815-24 

(drug mill in 1821). Carshalton rate books are missing for 1825-37.  

Land tax was assessed for William Andrews and Aitken in 1816-18 (rental £115). Land 

tax records for 1819-31 list Andrews (Richard Andrews in 1827-31) as owner and Aitken 

occupier of house and mill . 

In 1824, the water running down the street from Mr Taylorôs Park to the Town Pond 

opposite Mr Bradleyôs house was to be turned across the road and thrown into the arch 

conveying the water from the drug mill into the Town Pond (Cars VB).  

William Andrews died in possession of the property in 1828 (PCC will probate 7 October 

1828). His will referred to his mill with its fixtures, rights and appurtenances at Carshalton 

in the possession of James Smith and Alexander (blank) and also his four cottages etc. at 

or near or adjoining the said mill. 

Alexander Aitken died in 1832 and was buried in Carshalton on 9 November.  

In an advertisement for the premises to be let in 1836, they were offered to drug and snuff 

grinders and mustard makers, manufacturing chemists, paper-makers and grist millers. 

They comprised: A water mill, the water being of the purest and clearest description. The 

water wheel was new, of iron, 5ft wide, 14ft diameter and 7ft fall. Also a dwelling house 

and cottage. Immediate possession was to be had. Application was to Mr Aitken on the 

premises (Morning Advertiser, 10 October 1836). This may have been Richard Aitken 

who soon after leased the Beddington Corner drug mill. 

2.2 Hook and eye mill 

Hooks and metal loops for fastening clothes and foot-ware were made. Wire on drums 

was drawn and fed into a cutting machine where a specific length was cut off and bent 

into shape around mandrels and guides, then lacquered or japanned.  

Thomas Trotman, c.1838-42. 

Thomas Trotman occupied a house, mill and premises in Carshalton in 1838-42 (Electoral 

Reg. and rate books). In 1841, he was a hook and eye manufacturer living there with his 

wife and 10 children. On 17 September 1841 Bayley Symes Andrews mortgaged the 

messuage, mill, 4 cottages etc. inherited from W Andrews to Thomas Cuff (SA 2361/1/3). 
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His daughters were born in Middlesex (1837), Carshalton (1839-40) and Newington 

(1844). 

In 1848-52, he was hair pin and hook and eye manufacturer at Pitchcombe Mill, 

Gloucestershire (Slaterôs Stroud Directory). 

An auction sale notice by D Davis and Co, auctioneers, in 1852, of the machinery and 

equipment of Thomas Trotmanôs late hook and eye manufacturing premises at Chalford, 

Gloucestershire throws some light on the equipment that may have been used in 

Carshalton. It included 14 hook and eye, pin and card cutting machines, 8 foot turning 

lathe and turning tools, drums, driving bars and straps, smithôs bellows, anvil, hammers, 

work benches and vices. Also two grind stones, stoves and pipes, capital iron oven and 

frame. Also long deal tables for packing, beams and scales etc., writing desks, large 

shears, rolling machinery for straightening wire, circular saw, spring truck and paper 

packing boxes used in the trade.  

2.3 Flax dressing and spinning mill 

The mill was then used for flax dressing and hemp spinning. Flax straw was pulverised 

and the silky fibres were extracted (scotching), and then line (long smooth fibres) and tow 

(short coarse fibres) were separated by drawing the fibres through tines (hacking). These 

processes were dusty and hazardous. Tow was used typically for filling mattresses and 

for sack-making. Line was wound and spun for the linen weavers. 

George Kinnell, 1843-48 (bankrupt 1849). 

George Kinnell was a flax spinner at Dunfermline in 1837 (Pigot) in the firm of George 

and Thomas Kinnell, flax and tow spinners, which became bankrupt.  

He was rated on and occupied the mill at Church Street, Carshalton (High Street) in 1843-

47 and also the mill and house at The Grove, Westcroft in 1844-45. The 1847 Carshalton 

tithe award map showed, as parcel 336a, a house, mill, cottage, garden and buildings, 

owner M. Andrews and occupier George Carmel (Kinnell) on the High Street site. 

Kinnell was bankrupt by his own petition on 8 February 1849. He was of, or formerly of, 

Carshalton and Bolton Terrace, Edward Street, Walworth, spinner and hearth rug 

manufacturer, dealer and chapman. 

In 1848, E W Brayley, in his Topographical History of Surrey, referred to Kinnellôs hemp 

spinning mill of small power, property of Mr Andrews (vol. 4 p. 68).  

In 1849 Thomas Cuff Andrews, Bayley Symes Andrews, Esther Anne Andrews and Julia 

Frances Andrews sold to John Blake a small freehold water-powered mill with attached 

dwelling house with 10 rooms, 5 other tenements and garden ground adjoining with about 

£103 annual income, close to the parish church.  

The mill premises were advertised for sale by auction by Messrs Blake on 25 April 1849. 

The premises, latterly used for flax dressing, were vacated by Mr Kinnell at Christmas 

1848 and were presently to hand. The water supply was constant. 

The lots were: 

A capital iron breast-shot wheel, 14ft. 6in. diameter and machinery worked by a stream 

with a fall of about 8 feet, issuing from Hog Pit Pond, and spacious warehouses with 

upper floors. The mill and warehouses were of brick and timber. The machinery was 

constructed principally for grinding corn using 4 HP water power. 
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The three-story dwelling house with paved yard communicating with the mill premises 

(SA 48/4/16 and The Times, 4 April 1849). 

2.4 Corn or flour mill  

Daniel Beck, 1851. 

Daniel Beck, master miller, employed two men according to the 1851 census. 

Caleb Sawyer, 1851-55 (insolvent debtor). 

In 1851 Caleb Sawyer of Battersea leased the corn mill, house, garden and premises, late 

Daniel Beck, for 19 years (SA 2361/1/9). Included was use of the stream running through 

the premises, the water wheel, machinery, fixtures and gear: iron water wheel, 14ft. 

diameter with iron floats, shaft and hammer blocks and brasses complete. Water-gate to 

the wheel with iron shaft and cross handle and racks and pinions. Pit wheel and wallower 

and upright shaft with bearing crosses and bridgings at top. A spur wheel on upright shaft 

to drive two pair of corn stones, one pair of Peak stones with nuts, spindle, box damsel, 

lighter iron, hurst, curb hoop, house, shoe, hopper, spout and meal trough complete. A 

crown wheel on upright shaft to drive the bolting mill and sack tackle with a nut working 

into crown wheel with an iron shaft and two riggers on same shaft, bearing crosses and 

timber bearers complete. A bolting machine (but not the bolter reel which is the tenantôs), 

shoe, hopper, tail screen complete. A sack hoisting tackle with rigger roll, bridging bar 

and brasses. A crab with wheel and pinion and roll and rope for hoisting sacks etc. A 

wastewater gate in mill, corn and meal bins in the roof of the mill. A sluice gate in the 

Park to let the water off occasionally. Utensils etc. loose in the mill .  

John Blake died in 1852. In 1853, the Carshalton Park stream was sufficient to drive a 7 

HP wheel at Sawyerôs flour mill at 104ft. 9in. above Trinity High Water Mark 

(Braithwaite p. 192). 

A lease of 12 August 1854 from William John Blake to Caleb Sawyer concerned the 

dwelling house with mill, garden and adjoining premises and the water wheel, machinery, 

fixtures and gear in the premises, late occupied by Daniel Beck and now by Caleb Sawyer, 

with use of the stream running through the premises etc. Also use of the water wheel, 

machinery, fixtures and gear upon the premises é for 16ı years from 24 June last. To 

paper, colour, cleanse, whitewash and tar when required. If a bakerôs oven shall be built 

for the manufacture of bread for sale it shall be considered a fixed trade implement (SA 

2361/1/9 and 10). 

Sawyer was summoned to appear before the Court for Relief of Insolvent Debtors on 14 

January 1856 (London Gazette, 28 December 1855). 

Henry Brooks, c.1861 - c.1884. 

Henry Brooks was miller and baker at High Street Mills from 1861-84. He employed John 

Knighton, journeyman baker, in 1861. Part of the flour mill was fitted up as a ragged 

school where, on three evenings a week, an average of forty received free instruction 

under the management of W. Blundell (newspaper article about 30 September 1870 in 

Peatling under Ragged School).  

William Saunders, c.1887-90. 

William Saunders was water-miller and baker c.1887-90 (local directories).  
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Francis D. Saunders, 1890-97. 

Francis D. Saunders was miller and baker in 1890-97 (Pile). 

Albert  E. Baker, 1898-1900. 

Albert Baker was miller in 1898-1900. 

The mill was unoccupied from 1901. Old postcards show a weather-boarded frontage 

with a three-storey brick building at the rear. An 80 year lease of the mill site ï described 

as a freehold building plot ï was put up for auction on 14 September 1905 SA 48/5/14). 

It probably failed to find a buyer as the freehold was offered for sale by auction 22 

February 1906 (SA 48/5/15) and again on 25 July 1907 (SA 48/5/16). The mill site had a 

19ft. frontage and 30ft. 9in. rear to roadway. 

The site became Carshalton Park Dairy by 1910, called Selby Dairy in the 1911 census. 
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3 WATER TOWER, WEST STREET, CARSHALTON  

 

  

 

The Grade II*  listed Water Tower (TQ 2771 6448) lies on West Street within the grounds 

of Carshalton House, the present St. Philomenaôs School. It contained a water wheel, 

pump, water tank, cold bath, orangery and saloon. It supplied water to the house and 

originally at least one fountain in the garden. The brick wheel-pit and the lower half of a 

breast-shot water wheel survive but the pump is missing. The wheel has been turned 

through 180 degrees for public viewing and new paddles fitted by the Friends of the Water 

Tower. 

The spring-fed lake west of the Water Tower was the mill pond and ornamental garden 

feature. Normally dry, the springs are only active after a period of heavy rainfall, and 

discharge under West Street into the Festival Walk canal and thence into the Upper Town 

Pond. The building is managed voluntarily by The Friends of Carshalton Water Tower 

and The Carshalton Water Tower and Historic Garden Trust and is open to the public.  

The Arundel map, c 1621, shows an earlier, different layout of the lake at the springhead 

(Skelton 2016). 

The Water Tower, commissioned by Sir John Fellowes, a Director of the South Sea 

Company, is typical of Sir John Vanbrughôs style and was either designed by him (he had 

Carshalton family connections) or more likely by Henry Joynes his clerk of works at 

Blenheim to whom payments were made. The lead water pipes are said to have had a date 

of 1717 on them (Jones 1980 p. 54). 

In 1817, Hassell said the waterworks in these grounds supplied every part of the house 

with water. On the top of this building is a large reservoir, which is supplied by pumps, 

worked with cranks, from the spring beneath: whence it is conducted, by a pipe laid on 

from the reservoir, down to the grounds, and through the canal to the house, the upper 

apartments of which, not being so high as the reservoir, the water, naturally holding its 

level, supplies it with abundance. 

John Griscom, visiting the house of W. F. Reynolds in 1818 or 1819, gave the following 

description; ña beautiful transparent lake, within the enclosure, pours its stream against a 

wheel, which forces the water to a reservoir on the top of a tower, whence the healthful 

current is conveyed by pipes to the house, and distributed to its different apartments.ò 

(Griscom 1823 vol. 2, p. 237). 

The 1839 Carshalton House sale particulars described the well-constructed water works 

and large reservoir lined with lead (containing several thousand gallons) from which the 
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top of the mansion and all the offices, stables etc. were copiously supplied with water. 

Every part of the mansion, offices, yard etc. was supplied with soft and spring water by 

means of capacious tanks and cisterns and various pumps (SHC 174/1/13). 

In Dr Charles Barrattôs time (1863-87) three old-fashioned powerful plunge pumps were 

driven by the water wheel. The water was brought through a pipe from a spring across 

the pond to a well beneath the tower and pumped into the large leaden cistern at the top 

of the tower. The ground floor was partly Orangery, partly pumping station with a 14 foot 

wheel to drive the machinery and partly a singular marble and Dutch tiled bath with a 

dressing room (Peatling under Carshalton House Water House). 
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4 UPPER MILL, MILL LANE, CARSHALTON  

 

 

Upper Mill, Paper Mill, Lower Mill and Mill in the 

Grove from the 1847 Tithe Apportionment map.  

 

From the 1867 O.S. map. 

 

Upper Mill (TQ 2796 6472) lay adjacent to the grounds of The Grove, 150 metres 

downstream of the Leoni Bridge and Lower Town Pond. Its water supply came from the 

spring-fed Upper and Lower Town Ponds plus half the flow from the Hog Pit Pond.1 

The old flour mill and mill house were demolished c.1896. The present late Victorian 

chalet style building was erected to house an electricity generator to supply The Grove 

mansion house and Stone Court. 

4.1 The owners 

Upper Mill is probably sited on or near the site of Town Mill or Chertsey Mill, probably 

on the site of the mill mentioned in Carshaltonôs Domesday Book entry (25-2). The mill 

was worth 35s and was in a sub-holding belonging to Westman, which may have become 

the sub-manor of Stone Court, of which the mill was possibly later a part. 

The Abbots of Chertsey 

In 1199-1200 Martin, Abbot of Chertsey purchased from John Comyn one mill in 

Carshalton for 4 marks sterling. The same mill was afterwards purchased by 

Bartholomew, Abbot, from William Ambesas for 10 marks of silver (Chertsey item 

1048). 

 

1 The beds of Upper and Lower Town Ponds and the canal to Upper Mill were concreted over in the 1960s 

as a condition for allowing increased water extraction in the Carshalton area by the then Sutton and District 

Water Company. At times of low rainfall and spring flow, treated water is pumped into Upper Pond in front 

of Honeywood Museum to maintain flow and amenity value. 
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By a Chertsey charter of about 1300 Adam le Gale of Carshalton conveyed to Roger de 

Leybourne2 one messuage and appurtenances in óKersaultonô lying between the messuage 

of Richard the Goldsmith and the mill of the lord Abbot of Chertsey and the street which 

is called Mullestrete and the watercourse. This appears to be between Mill Lane and the 

watercourse ï presumably Wandle ï suggesting that the Chertsey Mill was on or near the 

site of Upper Mill. (Chertsey item 1059). 

In 1346 the Abbot of Chertsey was responsible for over-twining (presumably flooding) 

the highway at Town Mill and for flooding the road at Tounmull in 1359 (Cars CR).  The 

water of the mill may have been backed up until it flooded North Street in the vicinity of 

Stone Court or the present Ponds. 

In 1322 William Ambesas, kt, and Joan his wife granted óall the free multure of all manner 

of our corn and maltô at the Abbotôs mill in Carshalton to John Rutherwyk Abbot of 

Chertsey and the convent of the same. (Chertsey item 1050). It appears that Ambesas was 

for some reason exempt from mills tolls and was gifting this exemption to the Abbot. 

In the early 14th century the Abbot of Chertsey made a new mill at Carshalton. This could 

be the reconstruction of the building or the addition of another pair of stones (Chertsey 

item 554). 

The Gaynesford family 

In the late 15th and the 16th century the manor of Stone Court and the mill belonged to 

the Gaynesford family. 

In 1482, the highway between Nicholas Gaynesfordôs Mill and Chamberlayneôs Mill was 

defective owing to branches overhanging and sunken (Cars CR). 

In 1555, Robert Gaynesford owned a watermill and leased a swannery belonging to it to 

Nicholas Burton (VCH v. 4 p. 184). Robert Gaynesford held freely of the lord by charter 

a capital messuage called Stonecourte, a water mill with divers closes and other parcels 

of arable land lying in the common fields by military service etc. He died in 1558 leaving 

his wife Joan with a life interest. His eldest son and heir, John Gaynesford, 2 years old, 

held for life (Cars CR). 

In 1575-6, Francis Gaynesford, younger son of Henry and uncle of John, was possessed 

of a manor house, two water mills, a barn, More Meadow, Whatmanôs Meadow etc 

(Carshalton Records vol. 2. p. 529 quoting Chancery Proc, ser II , bundle 214, No 26). 

John Gaynesford, c.1590-91. 

In 1578-79. Francis Medcalffe, clerk, complained of dispossession of the two water mills 

and Whatmanôs Mead against John Gaynesford, Shereman, Marlow and Chorydon. (Cars 

CR) 

John Gaynesford sold his estate with the three mills to Humphrey Rogers in 1590-91. 

(Cars CR). 

  

 

2 The Wandle used to be called the Lodeburne, or variants of it and it might be supposed that Rogerôs name 

refers to the river. However, he is de Leybourne, that is of Leybourne, which is more likely to be a village 

than a water course. There is a Leybourne in Kent. 
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Humphrey Rogers, 1590-93 

The sale by John Gaynesford for £1000 to Humphrey Rogers of Beddington of property 

probably related to Stone Court (SA acc 849 box 1, bundle 1, 12 February 1590-91). 

Rogers died seized of the mill in 1593 (VCH. v. 4 p. 184). 

Francis Rogers, -1626. 

Edward Burrish , 1626-1635 (died). 

Edward Burrish purchased Stone Court from Francis Rogers for £1,800 on 1 June 1626. 

The mill was occupied by William Killick (SA acc 849, box 1, bundle 2 document 2). 

Burrish, citizen and mercer of London, was recorded in the Court Rolls in 1628. Of Stone 

Court, he was buried 10 September 1635. George Burrish was his son and heir (Cars PR). 

George Burrish, 1635-84 (died). 

George Burrish was named in the Court Rolls for 1642-84 when he died, His son Edward 

was his heir. 

Edward Burrish , 1684-93 (sold). 

On 8/9 February 1693 Edward Burrish and Dorothy his wife sold Stone Court to John 

Cator (SA acc 849, box 2, bundle 18, items 1 and 2). Cator was related by marriage to the 

Scawens of Carshalton Park. 

John Cator, Owner 1693-1726 (died).  

The manor of Stone Court or Gaynesfordôs Place, the estate of the late John Cator, was 

advertised to be sold on 14 July 1726 at the High Court of Chancery as a peremptory sale 

(London Gazette, 5 July 1726). After several attempts it was finally sold in 1729 by 

Catorôs brother to Thomas Scawen. 

Lady Lanesborough, 1717-1721 (died). 

Lady Frances Sackville, daughter of Richard, fifth Earl of Dorset, married George Lane, 

1st Viscount Lanesborough of Ireland, becoming the Rt. Hon. Lady Frances Viscountess 

Lanesborough. By 1717 she was the Dowager Viscountess. On 11-12 August 1717, John 

Cator mortgaged her the manor of Stone Court or Gaynesford Place (SA acc 849 box 5, 

bundle 34, item 1). This included three water corn mills under one roofe with 

appurtenances, the streame moat, and pond appertaining or said to with the mills and suit 

and service appertaining to the mills and the messuage or tenement, barnes, stable, 

carthouses and other outhouses, yardes and appurtenances to the mills adjoining inclosed 

within certain walls lately built by John Cator and now or late in the occupation of 

William or Elizabeth Pope. Viscountess Lanesborough died in January 1721. 

Thomas Scawen, 1729-74 and James Scawen, 1774-79. 

Thomas, nephew of Sir William Scawen and nephew by marriage to John Cator, bought 

Stone Court, including the mill. He died in February 1774, his son James inheriting.  

Richard Rigby, 1779-82. 

On 20 April 1779 James Scawen and trustees mortgaged the Stone Court estate including 

the mill to the Rt. Hon. Richard Rigby of Mistley Hall, Essex (SHC K173/1/3, transcribed 

by M Cunningham). 
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John Hilbert , 1782-1818 (died). 

On 20 April 1782 Scawenôs trustees sold to John Hilbert of Wandsworth three water corn 

mills under one roof (Peatling Papers under High Street Mill). Included were a messuage, 

stable, carthouse and outhouses adjacent and belonging to the mills occupied by John 

Hilbert or his tenant.  

William Tate , 1818-34 (died). 

John Hilbertôs will (dated 19 May 1818, PCC probate 1 Feb. 1819) left Upper Mill in 

trust to his nephew William Tate of Chelsea. The will of Hannah Tate of Pocklington, 

Yorks, proved April 1817) listed Mary Dewsberry and Francis and William Tate as her 

children (Prerogative and Exchequer Courts of York Probate Index via Find My Past). 

Hannah Hilbert, sister of John Hilbert, married William Tate on 6 November 1766 at 

Leconfield, Yorks. 

The water corn mill was advertised for sale on 18 May 1819 by order of the executors of 

John Hilbert, deceased, on lease expiring at Midsummer 1822 (The Times, 24 April 1819). 

Tate leased the mill to William Charrington for 31¼ years at £3,400 p.a. expiring 

midsummer 1853. 

There is a lease and release for a mortgage between William Tate of Smith Street, Chelsea 

and Mary Dewsberry of Pocklington, widow, dated 1827 concerning the water corn mill 

in occupation of William Charringtonôs executors. (SA P4/46) 

Francis Tate and Mary Dewsberry , 1834-38. 

William Tate died 28 May 1834 leaving his real estate to Francis Tate, his brother, and 

Mary Dewsberry, his sister, equally as tenants in common. His personal estate was 

insufficient to cover the funeral expenses, debts and other legacies and as a result there 

was an action in the Court of Chancery between James Howell and William Mackle, 

plaintiffs, and Francis Tate and Mary Dewsberry, defendants. As a result of this the real 

estate was valued by James William Farrar and it was put for sale by Chancery decree in 

1838 (SA P4/47 and The Times 31 January 1838). 

William Newton, 1838-80 (died). 

The auction took place on 26 April 1838 and the mill was bought by William Newton for 

£8,000. The transaction was confirmed by a lease and release of 9 and 10 August 1838 

(SA P4/47). The machinery was as described in the 1827 mortgage. 

William Newton died in Wandsworth in 1880 (Free BMD). 

The Times on 27 February 1886 advertised the freehold sale of the mill and contents with 

vacant possession on 16 March 1886.  

Mrs Aurelia Cator , 1887-94 (died). 

In August 1887 the trustees of the late William Newton sold the freehold land with the 

water and steam corn mill and other buildings known as Upper Mill for £4,000 to Mrs 

Aurelia Cator. (SA P4/51-2). She already owned The Grove estate and the mill was 

incorporated into it. 

She died in March 1894 (Free BMD). 

Sir Samuel Barrow, (1895-1923). 

In 1895 Sir Samuel Barrow J.P., tanner and leather factor, leased the property from Mrs 

Catorôs heirs. He bought the freehold in 1903. In 1923 he moved to Kingswood, Surrey. 
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Carshalton Council and the London Borough of Sutton, 1924 ï present day. 

The Grove did not reach its reserve price when offered for sale by Messrs. Knight, Frank 

and Rutley on 23 May 1923, but the following year was acquired by Carshalton Council 

which created The Grove Park and later council offices in the mansion house. 

4.2 Town Mill or  Chertsey Mill  tenants 

The names of a number of Carshalton millers, mostly extracted from the Carshalton Court 

Rolls, are known for the period 1359-1557. Many were accused of taking excess 

mulcture, a toll. However, it is uncertain whether they worked at Town Mill (later 

Gaynesford Mill) or Chamberlainôs Mill (Middle Mill) a little way downstream. These 

mills are shown on the c.1621 Arundel estate map. 

Town Mill  probably dated from Domesday times and Middle Mill from at least 1235. 

Millers who cannot be associated with a particular mill have been listed in Appendix 51. 

The known millers for Town Mill are listed here. 

William Miller , 1449. Miller at Towmyll. 

Henry Gaynesford, 1537-46. Miller and ale brewer. In 1546, Henry Gaynesford and 

Katharine, his wife, held of the manor of Carshalton the manor of Stone Court, the capital 

messuage in which they lived, and a watermill. Henry lately died in 1546 and his wife, 

Katharine, holds by survivorship. Katharine appears to have married Richard Thomas by 

1548. Henry demised the mansion house of Stone Court to Walter Lambard for 99 years. 

Richard Bolton. 1537-42. Common miller. The servant of Henry Gaynesford, also a 

miller. 

Richard Thomas. In 1548, Katharine Gaynesford, widow, was the wife of Richard 

Thomas, who in 1550-52 was described as a gentleman, miller and brewer. He appears to 

have succeeded to Gaynesford Mill. In 1559, Katharine was widow, late wife of Richard 

Thomas. 

Humphrey Rogers of Beddington. Died c.1592. 

Edmund Morrant .The sale by John Gaynesford for £1,000 to Humphrey Rogers of 

Beddington of property was probably for Stone Court (SA acc 849 box 1, bundle , item 

2). This included the water mill in Carshalton in which are 3 mills, namely 2 wheat mills 

and a malt mill now in the tenure of said Edmund Morrant. Also the stream, moat and 

pond belonging to the mills and all manner of suit and service belonging to the mills. Also 

all the messuage or tenement, garden and yard, with the waste ground belonging to the 

mill. 

John Huntley of Beddington. 

Richard Wonham, 1593. 

A lease for 18 years on 1 March 1593 between John Huntley of Beddington and Margaret 

his wife and Richard Wonham, late of Ewell, miller, concerned a mill ground in 

Carshalton containing two wheat mills and a new mill with a moat, fishing rights reserved 

to the Huntleys. Also a tenement, garden, More Meadow and 3 acres land in West Meade 

field, also in Carshalton (SHC G45/1/2). 

The c.1621 Arundel estate map shows Mill, Mid dle Mill and Lower Mill equating to: 

1) Upper Mill with a building shown either side of the river at the mill site. 
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2) A mill  approximately 90 yards (80 metres) upstream (west) of Butter Hill corner. 

3) The Shepley mill site at the confluence. 

A declaration on 27 April 1627 between Robert Austin, citizen and cloth-worker of 

London and Sir Henry Burton of Carshalton concerned in part a messuage, a garden, an 

orchard, two barns, two stables and three water mills under one roof in Carshalton 

(Antiquaries List no. 58). 

William Killick , c.1626. 

When Edward Burrish purchased Stone Court and appurtenances from Francis Rogers for 

£1,800 on 1 June 1626, the mill was occupied by William Killick (SA acc 849 box 1, 

bundle 2, item 2). 

Christopher Pope, c.1654- 

Christopher Pope, miller, married Elizabeth Mathews in April 1654 (Cars PR). The mill 

was described as late in the occupation of William Killick and now of Christopher Pope 

in a deed of 2 July 1660 (SA acc 849 box 1, bundle 8). 

In 1664, Christopher Pope was assessed on two hearths, was this Upper Mill? (Hearth 

Tax 1664 p. 122). 

George Pope, c.1687. 

A marriage licence allegation was dated 8 July 1687 for George Pope of Carshalton, 

miller, bachelor, about 27 years, to Mary Waters, spinster, about 25 years at St Martin 

Outwich, London (Ancestry). 

Widow Pope, c.1693. 

In 1693, John Cator purchased from Edward Burrish three water mills under one roof in 

occupation of William Killick and now or late of widow Pope (Mary Pope, Georgeôs 

widow), (SA acc 849 box 2, bundle 18, item 2). 

William and Elizabeth Pope, c.1706-17. 

A corn mill was in the possession of William Pope in 1706 (SA acc 849 box 3, bundle 

27). Three water mills were formerly in the possession of William Killick  deceased and 

after of Widow Pope in 1709 (SA acc 849 box 4, bundle 30, item 3). On 17 October 1707, 

William Pope was rated 5d. on Buredgeôs mill house (Cars VB). 

It was still in the occupation William or Elizabeth Pope on 11-12 August 1717 when John 

Cator mortgaged Stone Court to Lady Lanesborough (SA acc 849 box 5, bundle 34). 

Christopher Pope. c.1738-64 (died). 

In 1782, the mill was formerly occupied by William and Elizabeth Pope, afterwards 

Christopher Pope, late of George Pope. It is unclear why Christopher and George were 

both rated on a mill at the same time.  

Scawen Papers for 1729 refer to Stone Court as the new, brick messuage or mansion 

house formerly of John Cator where Scawen now resides etc. and ponds, moats, streams 

and peculiar piscaries from the Churchyard under Stone Bridge to Popeôs Mills etc. (SA 

849/44/2). 

Christopher Pope, miller, insured the mill for £400 with Hand in Hand Insurance 

(MS8674-56, 28 August 1738, Policy No 65073). On a timber building being a corn mill 

with granaries over, on the east sides of a farm yard in the parish of Carshalton being near 
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Scawens Esq. standing clear of other build: in his own possession. The renewal (MS 

8674-67, 8 August 1745) was as in 1738 but stated corn mill, house with granaries over 

the same. Renewals were made (MS 8674-79) on 7 August 1752 and 17 August 1759 for 

Christopher Pope for £400. Christopher was rated in 1744-51 but the mill not stated. 

William Pope died 11 June 1757, aged 60 and his wife Elizabeth died 19 August 1761. 

Christopher Pope, mealman of Carshalton, was witness to an allegation for a marriage 

licence on 12 October 1757 for Elizabeth Pope. A marriage licence allegation was dated 

16 November 1759 for the marriage at Carshalton of William Pope, miller, abode 4 

weeks, to Sarah Smith, abode 4 weeks, both of Carshalton. 

George Pope was rated on a house and mill  in 1757-63. Christopher Pope was also rated 

for a house and mill in 1761-64 when he died (PCC prob 16 July 1764).  

The Arundel and Tithe map alignments of Mill Lane differ. Not long before 1717 the 

present Mill Lane was laid out and called Pell Mell or Pall Mall and the former road was 

called the Old Mill Way enclosed. 

George Pope, 1764-79. 

George Pope was rated on house and mill  in 1764-67. The Hand in Hand Insurance Policy 

No 65073 was renewed (MS 8674/104, 15 August 1766) by George Pope of Carshalton, 

miller, £400 on a timber building being a corn mill with granaries over, on the east sides 

of a farm yard in Carshalton near Scawenôs standing clear near the house of Thomas 

Scawen Esq. in his own possession. 

George Pope, miller, he became a prisoner for debt in Kingôs Bench Prison, formerly of 

Calais in France and late of Carshalton (London Gazette, 21 April 1772). 

Rocqueôs map, c. 1760, showed the corn mill in Pall Mall.  

John Hilbert , owner 1782-1818 (died), occupier c.1779-1801. 

John Hilbert of Wandsworth, miller, insured on 30 July 1779 with Sun Fire Office (MS 

11936/276, Policy No 417101) his house, kitchen and shop adjacent in Carshalton in the 

tenure of Pope, miller, not exceeding £300, water corn mill and stable adjacent near. Not 

exceeding £1,000. All brick, timber and tiled. Total £1,300. 

Pope was assessed for land tax in 1781 and Hilbert in 1782. 

On 20 April 1782 the Scawen trustees sold to John Hilbert of Wandsworth three water 

corn mills under one roof (Peatling under High Street Mill). Included were a messuage, 

stable, carthouse and outhouses adjacent and belonging to the mills. Also with liberty to 

ingress to the Hog Pit Pond and into the gardens of the mansion house to cleanse the 

stream of water running through these gardens from the Lower Town Pond to the mills. 

Formerly in the occupation of William and Elizabeth Pope, afterwards Christopher Pope, 

late of George Pope and now of John Hilbert or his tenant. 

In 1782 Hilbert commissioned John Smeaton to design a new mill with an overshot wheel 

and a breast wheel driving four pairs of stones within two Portland stone wheel-pits 

(Skempton 1981 p. 255). The drawings for this are in the possession of the Royal Society. 

Hilbert, miller, insured his house, kitchen and shop adjacent in Carshalton in the tenure 

of Pope, miller, timber and tiled not exceeding £300, and the water corn mill, going gears 

and stables and warehouses adjoining each other near brick, timber and tiled not 

exceeding £2000 with Sun Fire Office (MS 11936/306, Policy No 467293 dated 18 

November 1782). 
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Beeston Long, late Pope, was rated November 1782. Hilbert was rated for a mill in 1782-

1800. 

Edwards (p. 24) wrote c.1789 of Hilbertôs large corn mill with a genteel dwelling house 

adjoining, lately new built. Hilbert was rated for the mill in 1782-1800. In 1801 he or the 

occupier was rated. Land tax charges for 29 January 1799 included water corn mills, 

house, garden, mill ponds and 8 acres land in occupation of John Hilbert. He died in 1818. 

William Charrington . 1801-21 (died) and James Grey, 1801-27 (died). 

William Charringtonôs father was George Charrington, yeoman of Beddington, who died 

in 1795. Robert Linton of Merton was an executor of Georgeôs will (PCC probate 5 June 

1795). William married Mary Linton at Merton on 16 October 1794 and died 6 November 

1821 (PCC probate 28 Jan 1822) leaving the mill lease to his son William (who died 21 

February 1832 (PCC probate 7 May) and for whom William Newton was an executor) 

whose brother was Robert Linton Charrington (died 1880). 

Messrs Charrington and Co (William Charrington and James Gray) were rated for a mill 

for 1801-21. John Hilbert of Wandsworth insured with the Sun Fire Office on 16 

November 1807 (Policy No 810798, MS 11937/76) on a water corn mill, stables, wagon 

house and offices all communicating at Carshalton, occupied by Charrington and Co, 

millers, timber and tiled no kiln therein not exceeding £2,000. 

Four pairs of mill stones and two 15ft diameter breast-shot waterwheels existed in 1808 

(DH Jones). 

By order of the executors of John Hilbert, Winstanley and Sons advertised the sale by 

auction on 18 May 1819 of the water corn mill at Carshalton with an uninterrupted supply 

of water driving 5 pairs of stones by one 18 foot breast-shot and one 6 foot over-shot 

wheels with bins for upwards of 1500 quarters of corn, ranges of stabling, sheds, kiln and 

loft etc. together with a dwelling, large gardens etc. in occupation of Messrs Charrington 

and Gray, on lease expiring at Midsummer 1822 (The Morning Post, 19 April 1819). The 

sale was, however, withdrawn (Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser, 15 May 1819). 

Tate leased the mill to William Charrington for 31¼ years at £3400 p.a. expiring 

midsummer 1853. William Charrington died 26 October 1821 and James Gray died 21 

December 1827. 

Willi am Charrington, 1822-32 (died). 

The mill was rated in 1822-24 on Charrington and Co.  

In 1827 William Tate of Smith Street, Chelsea, Middlesex, mortgaged the property for 

£6,800 and interest to Mary Dewsberry of Pocklington, Yorkshire, widow. The property 

was occupied by William Charringtonôs executors and was said to consist of three water 

corn mills under one roof (evidently an out of date description), a messuage, stable, cart-

house and other outhouses, yards and appurtenances to the mill adjoining, formerly 

enclosed by a brick wall and also the Upper Town Pond: half the water arising and coming 

into the Hog Pit pond in part of James Scawenôs park (again out of date), which runs into 

the Lower Town Pond and thence to the mill. (SA P4/46). 

William Charrington died on 21 February 1832. 

Robert Linton Charrington, 1832-80 (died).  

Robert L Charrington, corn miller, was at Carshalton in 1832-34 (Pigot) and Lower 

Mitcham in 1832-39. 
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The Times (31 January 1838) announced that as a result a Chancery court case between 

James Howell and William Mackle, plaintiffs, and Francis Tate and Mary Dewsberry, 

defendants, there would be a sale of freehold estates on 1 March 1838 including a freehold 

water corn mill known as Carshalton Mill. The mill has been in great part rebuilt by the 

present lessee in the most substantial manner and fitted with four pair French stones, 

dressing machines and all the driving gear and apparatus, nearly new. A detached family 

residence, counting house, brew-house, chaise-house, cart and wagon shed, stabling for 

10 horses, drying kilns and extensive garden. The present family has been the tenants for 

nearly a century. Let on lease to Mr Charrington for an unexpired term of 16 years, subject 

to a clear net rental of £400 p.a. The properties were re-advertised for peremptory sale on 

April  26th (London Standard, 22 March 1838). 

On 9 and 10 August 1838 (SA P4/47) James Howell and William Mackle, executors of 

Tateôs will, together with Francis Tate and Mary Dewsberry sold the mill to William 

Newton of Wandsworth, meal-man and Richard Dawes of Throgmorton Street London. 

The water corn mill was built on substantial foundations at the head of one of the principal 

sources of the River Wandle with the water wheel 16ft diameter x 9ft 10ins wide and all 

the cast iron and other wheels, shaft and rings and floats and the oak starts, works and 

fixtures, appendages and dressing and other machinery to the mill and mill wheel 

belonging and a kiln for drying corn and loft attached. There was a range of stabling for 

8 cart horses with lofts over a large open shed for tilted and other wagons to load or shoot 

at the mill, a timber and slate building including chaise house, cart lodge, a shed for 

farmersô horses and a stable with three stands enclosed. The water came from Upper 

Town Pond, half the water of the Hog Pit Pond, a spring in the park belonging to the lord, 

and a spring in a garden. The whole was in the occupation of the executors of William 

Charrington for the remainder of a term of 31¼ years expiring midsummer 1853 at rent 

of £400 p.a. 

Mill inventory : (from SA P4/47 transcribed by M Cunningham, Wandle Bulletin No 19, 

1991). 

Stone floor: 4 pair four feet French stones in iron bound frames with hoppers and screens 

on cast iron frames, wood shoots and supports, cupboard with folding doors and shelves, 

mahogany one flap desk, cast iron circular upright shaft with brass and iron box and a 

pair of plummer blocks [bearing for a shaft], brass bearings 8 feet long, cast iron bevel 

wheel fitted and steel keys 4ft 8ins diameter, 4 inch cast iron circular horizontal shaft with 

brass and iron box, and a pair of plummer blocks, brass bearings 8 feet long, cast iron 

bevel wheel fitted and steel keys 4ft 8ins diameter, 4 inch cast iron circular horizontal 

shaft turned 13ft long, iron bevel wheel 1ft 6ins diameter, 3 iron rigger wheels 2ft 6ins 

diameter, two cast iron standards to carry shaft fitted with regulating screws, bolts and 

nuts. Two pair of plummer blocks and brasses, two 4½ inch straps, one 4 inch strap, cast 

iron rigger wheel 5 feet diameter, two motion rigger wheels 4 feet diameter.  

Flour dressing machine in wood case with wire cylinder, wrought iron spindle and crank, 

two brass rigger wheels, plummer blocks, lines, hopper and apparatus, wrought iron 

circular shaft 15 feet long, three pair plummer blocks and brasses: two brass rigger wheels 

and support. Bolting cloth dressing mill on wood base with wrought iron spindle and 

crank rigger wheel: pair of plummer blocks and brasses, wire hopper and apparatus: six 

dressing cloths, 8 dressing brushes, 12 sack shoots, the board inclosure to bin with 

uprights. Smut machine with wire cylinder in wood case: wind fan, rigger wheels and 

apparatus, cast iron spare bevel wheels.   
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Ground floor : Wire jumping machine in wood case, 3 bran and pollard bins and uprights, 

the front sides and ends of 4 meal bins, 4 sack jiggers, 4 wood shoots, cast iron water 

wheels 9ft wide, 18ft diameter, wrought iron bucket and wood starts, cast iron shaft 18ft 

long, two pair plummer blocks with brass bearings, stout iron-bound water wheel gate 

with cast iron rack and pinion wheels, the rack and pinion to water gate and supports. 

Regulating machine with spur and pinion wheel for water gate, cast iron spur wheel 6 feet 

diameter on cast iron shaft fitted with keys, plummer blocks and apparatus, iron spur 

wheel with keys on iron shaft, plummer blocks and brasses, iron bevel wheel fitted with 

keys 3ft 6ins diameter, cast iron spur wheel to drive stones fitted with keys, bolts and nuts 

10ft 6ins diameter, iron upright shaft with step fitted with bolts and nuts 8ft long, the brick 

foundation and support to carry water wheel and machines, 4 cast iron spur wheels to 

drive stones on cast iron upright shaft with brass step in wrought iron frames, cast iron 

regulating rack with pinion standard and apparatus, 6 strong cast iron columns 7ft long, 

and 4 bearers fitted with iron bolts and nuts, the boarded inclosure to machinery and water 

wheel with doors. The boarded inclosure to flour bin and support load flap and chains, 

two square framed lamps with iron work. 

Yard: Lead pump in wood case and pipe.  

Mill House, mill foremanôs house, mill yard and stables. These were described in 

detail. 

A water wheel 16 feet diameter, 9ft  10ins width with 4 cast iron rings and arms to ditto 

as per plan. 48 iron floats, 192 leak starts including the necessary bolts and nuts securing 

and fixing the floats to the starts, side planks or plates fastened to the wall between the 

ends of the floats and the wall, and 32 iron keys to hang the water wheel rings on the 

shaft. A cast iron water wheel shaft 9 inches square with two turned bearings and a square 

on the end to hang the spur wheel on. Also two iron plummer blocks with brasses, bolts, 

nuts, set screws and folding keys under the brasses: also cast iron plates on the walls 

receiving the plummer blocks with the necessary bolts and nuts fixing the plates to the 

masonry.  

An elm gate to the water wheel and an oak cap over ditto: also two cast iron staple posts 

and a cast iron breast plate with necessary bolts and nuts fixing the same to the masonry, 

including all the spindles, wheels, pinions, racks, rollers, iron carriages, brasses, bolts, 

ratchet wheels, catches, handles, etc., necessary to raise and fall the gate machinery to 

drive four pair of stones. A cast iron spur tooth wheel (hung on the end of the water wheel 

shaft) of 72 cogs, 6½ inches wide, 3¼ inch pitch, 6ft 2¾ ins diameter. A cast iron spur 

tooth wheel (hung on the second laying shaft) of 40 cogs, 3¼ inches pitch, cogs 6½ ins 

wide, 3ft 5 and three eighths ins diameter. A second cast iron laying shaft 7 inches square 

with two turned bearings. Also plummer blocks, brasses, bolts, nuts and cast iron plates 

on the walls with two bolts and nuts to fix ditto to the walls. A cast iron bevel tooth pit 

wheel of 127 cogs, 3 inches pitch 6inches wide, 10 feet 1 inch diameter with 8 arms in 

ditto the socket 13 inches deep. A cast iron bevel wallower wheel of 46 cogs, 3 inches 

pitch and 6¼ inches wide, 3 feet 7 and seven eighths inches diameter to be hung on the 

upright shaft. A cast iron tooth spur wheel of 189 cogs 2 inches pitch 5 ¾ inches wide 

with 8 arms hung on the upright shaft. 4 cast iron spur pinions each geared with 36 

hornbeam cogs 2 inches pitch 6 ½ inches wide working in the spur wheel, each pinion 23 

inches diameter bored to fit the stone spindles. 4 iron spindles for the stones with cones 

on ditto to receive the pinions, the spindles to be turned at their length. The above 

diameters of the wheels are all taken at the pitch lines of the cogs, all the wheels are turned 

on the faces and edges of the same, and all iron cogs are pitched and trimmed, the wheels 
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hung on their respective shafts with iron keys and the pinions bored to fit the spindles: 

the dimensions of the rings of shaft to be turned all the length of same. A cast iron step 

block with a turned step brass with set screws, bolts and C to support the foot of the 

upright shaft bolted strongly down to the masonry receiving the foot of the upright shaft. 

Also two plummer blocks and brasses with caps, bolts, nuts and oak framing receiving 

the said plummer blocks belonging to the two lengths of upright shaft. 

Five pair of French stones each 4 feet diameter with 5 cast iron boxes fitted into the bed 

stones, and three sliding brasses in each box bored to fit the necks of the spindles, and 5 

sets of centre irons fitted complete to the spindles and runner stones. 7 cast iron columns 

with flinches and bolts to ditto fixed with bolts to the masonry, and a strong oak hurst 

frame 15 inches deep by 10 inches thick carrying the 5 pair of stones fitted on top of the 

iron columns, with the necessary bolts and nuts. Also 5 cast iron bridge trees bolted to the 

6 cast iron columns with turned sliding step brasses and cast iron step blocks bored 

receiving the brasses. Also adjusting screws to ditto with the necessary iron levers, 

wheels, pinions, spindles, brasses, handles, and apparatus to raise the brasses and runner 

stone perpendicular. 

Five sets of racks, pinions, ratchets, spindles and apparatus, iron carriages, and C., to raise 

the stone pinions above the spur wheel cogs. 5 cast iron double curbs to receive the bevel? 

stones with adjusting screws, bolts, nuts, and C., and C., as per plan. 5 elm circular curbs 

to cover the cast iron curbs on the stone floor.  

Five mill hoops round the stones with hoppers, ladders, shoes, damsels, beaters, feed pins, 

and C., and C., to ditto. 5 meal troughs to the 5 pairs of stones. 

Dressing machinery. Two cast iron bevel crown wheels each 5 feet and three eighths of 

an inch diameter, geared with 95 hornbeam cogs 4 ¾ inches wide, 2 inches pitch, the 

faces and edges of the wheels turned and hung on the upright shaft. One cast iron bevel 

turned, pinion pitched and trimmed working on the crown wheel, the pinion 37 cogs, 5 

inches wide, one foot 11 and five eighths diameter bored to fit the shafts. One cast iron 

lying shaft (as per the plan) 14 feet long turned all the length of same. One pair cast iron 

frames with sliding brasses in ditto bored fitting the lying shafts: also rising screws, 

wheels, pinions, spindles, handles, bolts and apparatus for raising the bevel pinion from 

the Lower to the Upper Crown wheel for reversing the motions. Two cast iron grooved 

riggers, one 5 feet 6 inches diameter, and the other 4 feet 6 inches diameter turned all over 

to receive a cat gut band, and bored to fit the lying shaft. Bolting with case, rigger spindle 

and beaters to ditto for dressing flour and 3 sack tackles. 3 cast iron turned strap riggers 

each joggling screen to ditto, 2 feet 6 inches diameter, 5½ inches wide, hung on one of 

the lying shafts. Two cast iron strap riggers turned, each 3 feet 6 inches diameter, 5½ 

inches wide, with two elm boards: also iron spindles, brasses, iron carriages, pulleys and 

frames to tighten the straps with the necessary levers, sheaves, framing etc. 

R. L. Charrington, miller, occupied and was proprietor of the corn mill called Carshalton 

Mill  from 1838 until his death on 19 August 1880 (rate books and directories).  

Frederick Brownsmith, miller, in 1841-81, was manager from 1876 and was foreman at 

late Charringtonôs mill when bequeathed £100 in Charringtonôs will in 1880. 

The 1847 Carshalton tithe award showed William Newton as owner and Charrington as 

occupier of parcel 277 - house, flour mill, outbuildings and garden, 1a 0r 4p acres, parcel 

278 - yard, 0a 0r 15p acres and parcel 346 - Upper Town Pond, 0a 3r 20p acres. Brayley 

in 1851 mentioned the flour mill, with 5 pairs of stones, bought by Mr Newton of 

Wandsworth (vol. 4 p. 68). In 1853 Braithwaite (p. 192) referred to Mr Charringtonôs 
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flour mill of 24 HP standing at 107 feet 4¾ inches above sea level with the spillway beside 

the wheel. 

The lease to Charrington was renewed on 1 March 1853 from William Newton to Robert 

Linton Charrington. An agreement dated 27 February 1869 extended the lease for 7 years 

from 4 January 1874. Charrington died on 19 August 1880 and the trustees of his will 

surrendered the lease by an agreement dated 10 May 1881 (SA P4/48). 

 

James Bristow, 1881-86. 

James Bristow, miller in 1871-81, initially worked for Charrington.  

On 22 June 1881 Bristow leased the mill from Sarah Newton, Richard Dawes and William 

Newton Dunn the executors of William Newtonôs will. (SA P4/50). The lease included 

the following inventory: 

Top Floor. Two 24 inch exhausters by Smith, wooden shoots from stones and wooden 

shoot to exhaust room. The matchboard enclosure to exhaust room 8ft. x 7ft. x 7ft 6in. 

with door, and the enclosure above 11ft. 9in. x 7ft. at base and average 2ft. 6in. high. The 

deal boarded enclosure to refuse bin from dressing machine 4ft. 6in. x average 2ft. deep 

and 5ft. high. A middlings elevator with wood box shoots 6in. x 4in. x 51ft. run, iron head 

and bottom, wood framing leather band, webbing band and wood buckets and gut driving 

rope, and on ground floor, wood hopper and shoot from dressing machine, wood elevator 

from same machine with wood shoots 6½in. x 5½in. x 62ft. wood head and bottom, tin 

buckets and leather strip, 3in. tin piping to the various bins, top and bottom driving pullies 

and gut line wood shute to mixing bin 7ft. deep by average 18in. x 16in. 

Stone Floor. 5 pairs of 4 feet French burr stones with spindles, wood cases, hoppers, 

damsel feed, 4 screws, 5 lengths wood shoots for exhaust iron hursts, one length 4ft. 9in. 

wood shoot 10in. x 10in., 6 lengths bore shooting average 3¾ in. x 2½ in. inside and 8ft. 

length, ditto 9ft. 6in. long. Silk dressing machine average 3ft. diameter, 24ft. 3in. long on 

wrought iron spindle, spur driving gear. Iron creeper 25ft. long, driving pulley and wood 

enclosure to silk wood feeder driving motion with wrought iron shaft, 4 line wheels, one 

hanger and plummer block and 5 short lines. The driving motion for exhaust consisting 

of 1½in. wrought iron shaft 7ft. long, two hangers with brasses, two 3in. riggers 2ft. 6in. 

diameter. One 9in. line wheel and one guide pulley, and one line wheel on main shaft 2ft. 

diameter. One line wheel on main shaft 14in. diameter for driving flour elevator. One 

ditto on main shaft 16 inches diameter to drive grindstone and chaff cutter. Two small 

driving motions to drive grindstone and chaff cutter consisting of two 1in. spindles 2ft. 

long. Two hangers, two bearings and 3 line wheels, a fireproof smutting machine and 

gear. The counting house enclosure. 

Ground Floor. Five wood spouts from silk dressing machine 21ft. 6in. run 5½in. x 4½in. 

One pumper for dressing machine 10ft. x 1ft. 2½in. x 10ft. 2in. deep, with iron wire in 4 

sheets, crank and step, wood enclosure under ditto 5ft. x 3ft., 6ft. x 1ft. 9in. 14 sack lines 

and hooks. The iron framing to one pair of stones consisting of two cast iron columns. 

One flanged driving rigger 3ft. 4in. diameter, 6in. face on bright wrought iron shaft, with 

step brass bushed and cast iron crossbray, and raising and lowering gear, 4½ in. tightening 

pulley 12in. diameter with set screws and shaft, two hangers and two wood beams. The 

drawing gear to the 4 pairs of stones consisting of bevil sheet 2ft. 8in. diameter, 5in. tooth, 

2½in. pitch. A ditto on vertical shaft same size, 7in cast iron vertical shaft 9ft. 6in. long 

tapered at end to fit into cast iron step brass bushed. Plummer block bolted to timber beam 

forming head, 5in. tooth morticed spur wheel 2in. pitched, 6ft. diameter, cast iron sole 

plate and brick foundation, 5 cast iron pinions to drive the stones, 1ft. 8in. diameter on 
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wrought iron spindles, steps brass bushed and set screw lighter geared with wheels, levers 

and screws: cast iron framing 8ft. 3in. square and 4 cast iron columns, cast iron bottom 

framing same size as top and a flanged rigger 3ft. 4in. diameter: 5 meal troughs each 5ft. 

8in x 2ft. on average 3ft. deep. The boarded enclosure to gearing 9ft. 3in. x 8ft. 10in. x 

average 8ft. high. Boarded partition next sack room 11ft. x 6ft. 10in. with one door. 

Engine House. A 12 HP high and low pressure beam engine with 10 inch high pressure 

cylinder and 15in. low pressure cylinder, 2ft. 6in. spoke pistons and rods, cross heads, 

parallel motion cast iron beam 10ft. long. cast iron fly wheel 12ft. diameter, cast iron 

crank, wrought iron crank shaft, plummer block and wall box, cast iron spur wheel 3ft. 

dia, 6in. tooth, 2½in. pitch, and foundation by óWentworthô 1855. Cast iron morticed spur 

wheel 4ft. diameter, 5½in. tooth, 2½in. pitch on 5in. cast iron shaft to mill 18ft. long, 3 

plummer blocks and brasses, 9 spanners. 

Boiler House. Wrought iron vertical multi-tubular steam boiler 4ft. 4in. diameter, 13ft. 

high by Horton, Son and Kendrick. Two manholes and covers, pressure gauge, water 

gauge. Two blow off cocks. Two safety valves, damper and frame. Smithôs patent damper 

furnace door, fire and bearing bars and brick seating. 10 stoking tools. Wrought iron egg-

end boiler, 2ft. 6in. diameter, 13ft. 6in. long, manhole and cover: double safety valve, 

starting valve, water feed pipe and cock, two blow off cocks and pipes, brick seating with 

stone coping, furnace door and frame, fire bars and dampers. Two spare pistons and rods 

for engine. 6in. wrought iron vice and deal bench 6ft. long. Wentworthôs mercurial steam 

gauge. Wood pastry bins, flour and corn bins as fitted. Leather bands, gas fittings, two 

York lamps, one grindstone in shed and chaff cutter in loft. 

Bristow was listed as steam and water miller in 1882-84 (directories). 

Bristowôs tenancy ended on 25 April 1886 (SA P4/50). 

The auction sale by Debenham, Tewson and Co by order of the trustees of William 

Newton of the freehold of Upper Mill  with vacant possession was advertised for 16 March 

1886 but it finally sold on 11 August 1887. Three-storey mill-houses were fitted with ten 

pairs of French stones, half driven by a 16ft. breast-shot wheel 9ft. 10in. wide and the 

remainder by a 12 HP high and low-pressure Wentworth beam engine, with a 4ft. 4in. 

wrought iron vertical multi-tubular steam boiler 13ft. high, and a wrought iron egg-end 

boiler: also a bolting mill, silk dressing machine 24ft. 3in. long, jumper, fire-proof 

smutting machine, elevators and other gear, stabling for eight cart horses, nag stabling, 

lofts, good yard, millerôs house with office, foremanôs house, long garden, glasshouses 

etc., frontage 353ft. and area 2a. 36p. 

The mill was leased to Bristow at £330 p.a. expiring lady-day 1886 when possession 

would be given (London Standard, 13 March 1886). 
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4.3 Electricity generating plant 

 

 

 

Upper Mill was rebuilt as an electricity generator. 2004 view. Photo by D E Bradford. 

 

Mrs Aurelia Cator , 1887-94 (died). 

Richard Dawes and William Newton Dunn, trustees, sold the corn mill and premises to 

Mrs Aurelia Cator on 11 August 1887 for £4,000 (SA P4/51-2). Aurelia was the elderly 

widow of the Rev. WAB Cator who had been Rector of Carshalton. She was a wealthy 

woman who owned both Stone Court and The Grove. The Ordnance Survey map shows 

that by 1895-6 she had demolished the old corn mill and erected the existing timber-

framed Alpine style building which still stands. This housed an electricity generator to 

provide a private supply for both the Grove and Stone Court houses. If the plant was built 

about 1887 ï which seems likely ï it was using cutting-edge technology. The filament 

light bulb had only been invented in 1881 by Joseph Swan of Newcastle on Tyne. 

Sir Samuel Barrow. -1924. 

In 1894 The Grove estate, including the mill, was leased to Sir Samuel Barrow, a leather 

merchant, who acquired the freehold in 1903. In 1923 Barrow had Messrs. Knight, Frank 

and Rutley put the estate up for sale (Surrey Mirror, 12 January 1923). No buyer was 

found and it was purchased by Carshalton UDC in 1924 to create The Grove Park as a 

public amenity. 

 
The electricity plant: Water wheel powered. 

At Upper Mill the waterwheel was retained from the old corn mill. This was located in 

the north-western wheel-pit and was covered by the building. The wheel was probably 

connected to two generators through gearing and leather belts as shown in the drawing. 

One generator is likely to have served The Grove, the other Stone Court. In effect there 

were two separate supply systems ï one for each house. This made the system simpler to 

construct as the technology of sharing electricity supplies had not been fully developed 

in the 1880s. Only one generator could be run at a time but this did not matter as the 

generators charged lead acid batteries in the mill roof. These could supply the houses at 

any time and gave a steady voltage - important to avoid lamp flicker. The sole use for 

electricity was lighting, as electric heating and gadgets were not introduced for many 

years. 

The 1896 OS map (revised 1894-95) shows the mill as an Electric Light Works.  
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Reconstruction of the water-wheel powered electricity plant. 

 

 

 

 

The mill around 1900 with the water wheel running. 

Notice the sunflower finial on the mill roof is very 

similar to the one on East Lodge, Beddington Park 

which was built in 1877 to the designs of Joseph Clarke. 

  
























































































































































































































































































































































































































