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1 INTRODUCTION 

Lƴ нллр {ǳǘǘƻƴΩǎ Museum and Youth Services jointly organised an excavation for young 

people which was supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. The project sought to examine 

the foundations of the Stone Court Mansion House which, from documentary evidence, was 

built circa 1693 to 1710 and demolished about 1800. The excavation was led by Portia 

Askew of MOLAS and was supported by members of what is now the Carshalton and District 

History and Archaeology Society. The young people did an excellent job and uncovered a 

large part of the foundations in the centre of the building. 

Portia Askew produced a report on the excavation.1 This note takes a more detailed look at 

the remains of the building and its structural history, the understanding of which was the 

most significant result of the excavation. 

Thanks are due to all the people who took part in the excavation, to Portia Askew who led it, 

to Andrew Skelton for comments on this document and Clive Orton for proof reading. 

2 THE FOUNDATIONS 

A trench was laid out in The Grove Park on the lawn to the south of the present Stone 

Court.2 It had a north-south length of 23.5m and was 6m wide narrowing to 3m at the south 

end (figure 1). The trench crossed the centre of the building and exposed the foundations 

and lower parts of the north and south outside walls, and also part of the south entrance 

steps and internal walls dividing the interior into cellars. One wall ran north to south across 

the house. The area to the west of it was divided into four cellars, and there were three to 

the east as shown in figure 1. The walls were of soft red brick with occasional chalk rubble in 

 
1 Portia Askew Site of Stone Court, The Grove, Carshalton Surrey SM5. Molas. Site code GVG05. 
2 TQ 2792 6465. 
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the core of some walls. The north outer wall was partly of stone and will be considered 

below. The bricks had a median thickness of 58mm.3 

All of the cellars were only partially excavated. 

Cellar 1 had a floor of knapped flints set in sand. A sondage in the northeast corner showed 

that that the sand was fairly thick and rested on a layer of broken ceramic building material 

which was underlain by broken chalk (figures 5 to 9). It was not clear whether the broken 

CBM was the foundation of an earlier floor or whether it was debris from the construction 

of the building. There was a low wall across the east end of the cellar which partly blocked a 

door into cellar 5. The wall may be connected with two trapezoidal slots opposite each 

other in the north and south walls (figures 6 and 10). It seems likely that they are the 

remains of a standing for barrels or a wine rack. 

There was a short course of bricks set at an angle on the top of the north wall which 

suggested that the cellar had originally been vaulted. 

Cellar 2 also had a floor of knapped flint bedded in sand.  

Cellar 3 was narrower than cellars 1 and 2. The floor was of knapped flint set in sand. It 

sloped down slightly to a small drain in the east wall. This was a curious arrangement as any 

water on the floor would soak into the sand until it was completely saturated. The drain 

contained animal bone. 

Cellar 4 had a floor of peg tiles and at least one red floor tile all set on edge. A door 

connected cellars 4 and 7. 

The trench uncovered only the inner ends of cellars 5, 6 and 7. Cellar 7 probably occupied 

the whole of the southeast corner of the house. There appears to have been a fireplace in 

the northwest corner. Cellar 6 in the centre was narrow. Cellar 5 was somewhat wider and 

was connected to cellar 1 by a door which had been partially blocked by a low wall. None of 

these cellars was excavated to any depth, so nothing can be said about the floors except in 

the doors connecting to cellars 1 and 4. The former was the same as cellar 1 with knapped 

flint set in sand possibly with an earlier brick floor below (figure 18). The floor in the other 

door had gone. 

The south wall of cellar 4 was also the outside wall of the house. The excavated section had 

been badly damaged by a large pit which had been dug after the house was demolished. 

The visible parts of the wall were brick. 

To the south of this were the foundations of a porch and entrance steps. The east wall of 

this consisted of a massive brick foundation which was not quite aligned with the main 

north-south wall through the house. There were also three east-west aligned cross walls 

which were much less substantial. 

The excavation exposed the foundations of two structures built against the north side of the 

house. One was a substantial north-south aligned wall which was almost certainly the 

 
3 The median length was 220mm (32 samples), the height 58mm (49 samples) and the width 96.75mm (20 
samples). 
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foundation of the east side of the entrance steps (figures 25 and 26). The other was part of 

the foundation of a structure against the east end of the north wall. 

The northern outer wall of the house was of brick on the south side and stone on the north. 

It is possible that the stonework was the reused remnant of an earlier building, although it 

did include a few brick fragments (figure 25). A small sondage excavated against the north 

wall exposed the junction between an east-west and north-south wall (figure 30). This 

probably belonged to an earlier building, but too little was exposed to understand its 

context. 

The foundations contained two cracks, which suggest that the building may have developed 

structural problems. One was in the north wall of cellar 4 (figure 14) and the other was in 

the south end of the east wall of the south porch (figure 23 and 24). The cause of these is 

unclear although an obvious possibility is subsidence into an area of soft ground. 
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Figure 1. The walls and cellars 
exposed in the excavation. 

Blue = trench edge. 

Grey = low wall. 
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Figure 2. The wall between cellars 1 and 2 
looking west. 

Figure 3. The wall between cellars 2 and 3 
looking east. 

 

 
Figure 4. The north wall of cellar 1 with a line of inward sloping bricks which suggest that the 

cellars had originally been vaulted. 
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Figure 5. Cellar 1 looking east. 

 

Figure 6. The northeast corner of cellar 1 looking north. The low wall across the east end of 

the cellar can be seen on the right. The trapizodal slot in the wall is in the centre with the beginning 

of the sondage below it. 
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Figure 7. The top of the brick rubble in the sondage in the northeast corner of cellar 1. 

 North to the right. 

  

Figure 8. The north side of the sondage in the 
northeast corner of cellar 1. 

Figure 9, The sondage in the northeast corner 
of cellar 1. North at the top. 

 


