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Saturday 4 November -
.The ‘Gent’ Postcard
Collection

Speakers from Croydon Natural
History and Scientific Society
will present another selection of
old postcards from Croydon and
the surrounding area.
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Autumn Newsletter 2017

Meetings are held in Milton Hall, Cooper Crescent, off
Nightingale Road, Carshalton and start at 3 p.m.

Saturday 2 December - Kenley Airfield Richard Fitch will be telling us about
the history of Kenley Airfield.

Kenley Airfield played a prominent role in WW2 but its history goes back further. It came
into existence during WW1 as an Aircraft Acceptance Park assembling aircraft parts
manufactured locally, when they were complete the aircraft were flown over to France for

the war effort.

Kenley is still an RAF airfield but
is only used for gliding. It is the
most complete WW2 Fighter
airfield in existence.  Richard is
the Chief Flying Instructor at the
Surrey Hills Gliding Club which
operates out of Kenley. He has
been flying at Kenley since 1995.
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Saturday 6 January 2018  A Story of Music Hall: The Business of Pleasure
A talk by Margaret Coombs

It was a building that sparked my interest in music hall; specifically Wilton's Music Hall in
London's East End.   I first visited Wilton's in the 1990s when it was dilapidated but it was
such an atmospheric space with its original twisty, cast iron pillars and horseshoe-shaped
balcony that a sense of past entertainment was palpable.  With support from the Heritage
Lottery Fund Wilton’s today is once again a vibrant theatrical place.

Wilton's may be almost a lone survivor as
a music hall building but so much else
lives on.  For most of us probably first
memories are the comic singers, male
and female who gave the business its
distinctive voice.   The talk will look at
some of these colourful characters as
well as other aspects of the music hall
business.  From the start it was
commercially driven and music hall
became big business, pre-figuring the
mass entertainment industry of the
twentieth-century.

Saturday 3 February 2018 -
Local Archaeology - A talk by
John Phillips and Cheryl Bailey

Very little was known about the old
village of Sutton or the development of
the High Street as it turned into a
small town. Recent research by Cheryl
Bailey and John Phillips is changing this.
John will look at the pre-railway town
including the village's role as a
coaching stop and quarrying centre.
Cheryl will take a look at the rise in
consumerism in the second half of the
19th century using the development of
Sutton High Street as a focal point.

-----------------------------
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Saturday 3 March
2018
 AGM

(Please note the earlier
start time of 2:45 p.m.)

The AGM will be followed
by a selection of photos
by members of our 2017
season, the May weekend
visit to Cardiff and
outings to Blenheim Palace,
Chiddingstone Castle,
Arundel Castle and
Polsden Lacey

The Long Walk
Polsden Lacey

Saturday 7 April 2018
 Archaeology at Knowle

Six years of Discoveries by Nathalie Cohen (MOLA)

Nathalie is MOLA’s (Museum of London Archaeology) Head of Community Archaeology and
leads the award-winning Thames Discovery Programme.
Nathalie has over 20 years of experience in archaeology, working on projects including the
Monuments at Risk Survey in the East Midlands, the Grimes London Archive Project and
the Thames Archaeological Survey
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Beddington Park

Work has started in Beddington Park after the successful bid which secured £3m of funding
from the Heritage Lottery Fund for improvements and restoration work in Beddington Park.

The water levels in the lake are being
dropped which is exposing the debris in
the lake  Soon the river diversion is due
to be created - via means of a dam and
flume carrying water from the top of
the lake to the bottom.

 A Little Egret wondering
where the water has gone.

Work on the stock pond
has begun. The old
concrete path has been
broken out and adjacent
areas for silt relocation
and landscaping are being
prepared. Vegetation in
the main body of the pond
will be removed and
dredging will start shortly
after.


